Direct Examinations
· DEF:  Portion of the trial where attorneys are questioning favorable witnesses that largely support their theory of the case

· Your primary chance to build credibility with YOUR witnesses and get the jury to hear YOUR side of the case
5 “MUSTS” for Direct Exams:

1.  Ask open-ended, non-leading questions

2.  Tell a story (What does this witness bring to your side of the case?)

3.  Know the major facts you want the jury to hear and how to get them out
4.  Avoid narrative answers (Don’t be boring!)
5.  HELP YOUR SIDE OF THE CASE!

Cross Examinations

· DEF:  Component of the trial where attorneys are questioning opposing witnesses

· Your primary chance to destroy credibility/believability, display bias, or prove that opposing witnesses have reasons to lie

5 “MUSTS” for Cross Exams:
1.  Ask closed, leading or VERY NARROW yes/no questions. (Almost never ask Why)

2.  Get to the point!  Some of the best crosses are only 3-4 questions

3.  Always know the answer to the question BEFORE you ask it

4.  Know what you need and how to get it

5.  HELP YOUR SIDE OF THE CASE!  

MUSTS for WITNESSES

1.  KNOW YOUR STATEMENT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

2.  Know when to stop talking

3.  Understand the theme and theory of the case

4.  BE THE CHARACTER!  Remember, you are not “playing someone” you ARE that person

5.  Energy energy energy energy energy energy energy energy!!!!!!!

Sample beginning Direct for Cameron:

Please state your name and introduce yourself to the jury.

(Depending on answer, may include follow up questions about how long have you played Bball or what college)

Chapter 1:  Robin is aggressive
	Question

How do you know the defendant in today’s case?

Have you had much interaction with the defendant off the basketball court?

Please describe this encounter for the jury.

Were you and Leslie sharing game secrets or inside information?
Did you have any interaction with the defendant during the game on February 9th?

Please describe this interaction for the jury.

Then what happened?

How did Robin react?


	Expected Answer

Fellow basketball player, rival, same position, etc.

Not really…mention the night before the game on the 9th.

Tells whole story of talking to Leslie, Robin making angry remarks, use the words “temper” and “anger”

No.  I was showing my scholarship…end with “there was no reason for Robin’s reaction.”

Yes.

Talk about importance of the game, you guys play same position, STOP after the nose bleed incident.

Game was stopped, got personal foul, make it clear it was an accident and even the refs noticed it was an accident.

Emphasize the words ANGER and RESENTMENT.


Chapter 2:  Robin committed negligence and battery

	Question

After the accidental nosebleed, did Robin come back into the game?

Why unfortunately?
	Expected Answer

Yes, unfortunately.

Explain…..


