
 You have been hired to create a 4 panel mural 
to display at a new exhibit at the Federal Reserve 
Museum.  
 
 The theme of the exhibit is “THE FED AND 
MONETARY POLICY IN THE REAL WORLD.”   
 
Your task is to demonstrate this theme in 4 
DIFFERENT ways, one of which must be a graph.   
 
Also, write a short paragraph about the role of the 
FED in the modern economy including how it 
affects interest rates and the economy as a whole.    



Panel 

• You will present your information in four 
“panels” 

 

• The definition of “panels” here is very broad, 
but think along the lines of powerpoint slides, 
full sheets of paper, posterboard divided into 
fourths, etc 



Suggestions for your 4 panels: 

•  A graph representing a headline in the news about monetary policy or 
banking. (at least ONE of these is required) CITE THE NEWS STORY! 

• An interpretation of an existing political cartoon about the Fed (show the 
cartoon and your explanation of the people in the cartoon and the point 
of view of the cartoon) 

• Create your OWN political cartoon showing how the FED affects interest 
rates and/or affects the money supply 

• Generate an internet meme that references the FED or monetary policy 
• A summary of the most recent Federal Reserve Statement 
• An explanation of the 3 tools of the FED and at least ONE of the “new” 

tools that have been used since 2008 
• A graph of the levels of the Federal Funds Rate during the last 10 years 

and a description of the Federal Funds Rate 
• A diagram of the organization of the Federal Reserve System with a 

sentence or two about what happens at each level 
• Anything else that you can think of that fits in with the theme! 

 





 



 





• Explanations: 

• 1.  Many Americans believe all the FED does is “print money” and drop it in to the economy.  This 
cartoon is depicting bernanke dropping money from a helicopter into the economy 

• 2.  Some politicians, mainly libertarians, believe the FED is actually unconstitutional and that the citizens 
and the government should not be bound by their decisions. 

• 3.  We learned in class that the FED is in charge of the Money supply.  This graph shows how it has 
increased under Ben Bernanke’s term. 

• 4.  Often, the FED is described with a “water faucet” analogy.  They can control bank lending activities 
through their policies. 

• 5.  While I can’t verify this, I would think Bernanke would consider his actions to this point heroic in the 
sense that he helped prevent an awful recession from becoming a full-fledged depression, which he 
studied greatly as a student of economics. 

• 6.  What he actually does is run the FOMC meetings and serve as the “face” of the FED.   

 



• The Federal reserve Open 
Market Committee meets 
periodically through the year to 
discuss monetary policy.  To the 
left you see a press release from 
January describing their 
decisions. 

• The press releases are generally 
broken up into 4 parts.  In the 
first two paragraphs, the 
committee is describing what 
they are observing in their 
economic data. 

• The following sections explain 
specifically what actions the 
FED wishes to take to meet 
their goals of economic growth 
and stable inflation. 

• In this press release, you can 
see that the FED plans to 
continue Open Market 
Operations of about $45 billion 
per month!!! 

• Through this, they hope to 
generate lower interest rates 
and encourage lending. 



My explanation 
goes here 


