Unit 4 Performance Task:  Government:  Superhero or Villain?
Interdependence – Choices made by one party have intended and unintended consequences.

In this performance task you will analyze some current economic data and evaluate several government decisions.
· Component I – Complete the measurement analysis of the 6 fictional economies.  Be sure to answer ALL questions for ALL economies and explain answers where appropriate.  In addition, find unemployment, inflation, and GDP data for the United States for the last 2 quarters and explain where the United States is on the business cycle.

· Component II - Analyze and evaluate the fiscal plans of Nathan Deal and Jason Carter using the DBQ format.
· Component III – Analyze the most recent FOMC statement (linked to on teachercannon.com).  What is the current goal of the FED?  What tool or tools of the Fed are they using?  What are the intended consequences of their actions and what are some potential unintended consequences?
· Component IV -  Identify which 2 economic social goals you think are the most important for the government to pursue.  Using the theme of interdependence and your own opinion, evaluate whether the government (including the Fed) serves a more “hero-like” role in our economy or a more “villain-like” role in achieving these goals.  USE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES TO SUPPORT YOUR SIDE!
	Criteria
	1 

(Needs Improvement)
	2

(Below Standards)
	3

(Meets Standard)
	4

(Exceeds Standard)
	WEIGHT

	Component I:  Analyzes fictional and real economic data to apply business cycle and measurement concepts
	· Many questions missing for each country to the point that understanding is not demonstrated

· Economic reasoning is flawed in many to most cases
	· A few questions missing from some countries, but still enough information present to demonstrate basic understanding

· Economic reasoning  partially flawed in some cases
	· All 7 questions are answered accurately for each economy

· Economic reasoning is logical and sound in ALL places

	· In addition to everything in 3, specifically uses unemployment, inflation, and GDP numbers to correctly explain which part of the business cycle the US Economy is in.
	X4

	Component II: Analyzes and evaluates Governor’s race fiscal policies
	· Score on essay rubric is 17 or below
	· Score on essay rubric is between 18 and 25

	· Score on essay rubric is between 25 and 32
	· Score on essay rubric is 33 or higher
	X4

	Part III:

Analyzes  recent FOMC statement
	· Action is explained with no mention of consequences OR tools of the Fed
· Missing  2 components of “meets”
	· Explains the action but misuses tools of the Fed in answer

· Explains the intended consequences of the actions in vague terms.
	· Explains  the recent goal/goals

· Correctly explains the tools of the Fed in the answer

· Explains the intended consequences of the action by explaining the economic rationale behind the decisions 
	· In addition to everything in 3, explains AT LEAST one logical unintended consequence of the actions as well.
	X3

	Part IV:

Evaluates the overall role of government in the economy
	· N/A
	· Goals /Position are unclear  OR

· Position is given, but with little to no supporting information.

	· Explains important goals and a CLEAR position using multiple examples from the unit or current events AND references to your business.
	· In addition to 3, explains how interdependence is related to government/Fed involvement in the economy
	X2

	Project is neat and presentable
	· Portions of project are difficult to find or not labeled
· No citation of sources
	· 
	· All parts are easy to find and clearly identified
· Outside information is correctly cited
	· 
	X1


TOTAL_________/55
*Bonus:  As an optional component find or create an internet MEME related to either fiscal or monetary policy.  Include the meme on a slide WITH AN EXPLANATION OF THE ECONOMICS!  You can earn UP TO 5 points for very thorough content explanations.
COMPONTENT II

Economics DBQ – Whose Economic Policies are Most Likely to Grow Georgia’s Economy?

Introduction: The purpose of this assignment is to give students an opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of Macroeconomic concepts through analytical writing. Students will examine documents and analyze information to determine which Georgia gubernatorial candidate’s policies (of the two major parties) will best serve our state.
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Writing Objectives:

1. Develop and maintain a clear and consistent thesis.

2. Provide ample evidence from the documents to support your thesis.

3. Analyze evidence into a coherent argument in support of your thesis.

4. Understand your audience. In this case, your audience is an uninformed voter with a very limited 

     understanding of economic concepts. 

Economic Objectives:

1. Compare and contrast the major candidates’ plans/policies for dealing with these   

     challenges. Explain in detail how each policy will affect Georgia’s economy. In 

     other words, how will the policy affect real GDP, aggregate supply/aggregate 

     demand, price stability, the unemployment rate, etc.?

2. Using this analysis, make a judgment as to whose economic policies are the best 

     for Georgia. 

Documents:

  1. Jason Carter’s Platform on Key Issues

  2. Nathan Deal’s Platform on Key Issues

  3. Georgia Economic Data

  4. Press Release Regarding Site Selection Magazine 2014 Rankings

*5. YOUR CHOICE
*You will need to bring in at least one additional document to reinforce your argument. This additional document can be a graph, chart, infographic, political cartoon, editorial, or article.

Grading: 

Your grade for this DBQ (36 possible points) will count as component II your overall performance task  will be based on the attached rubric.
Writing Rubric
	
	Thesis
	Use of docs/references
	Evidence
	Argument
	Conclusion
	Mechanics
	Def. of Terms
	Economic Analysis 
	Big Picture

	Advanced (4)
	States a clear and analytical position that answers the question; provides a roadmap
	Uses all 5 of the documents as evidence and correctly references the documents throughout the essay
	Purposefully selects significant concrete details that supports ALL assertions; demonstrates a deep understanding of the evidence
	Clearly and perceptively explains how evidence supports all assertions; consistently shows deeper thinking in several ways
	Reasserts thesis and main arguments using fresh language; presents counter-argument or thesis limitations when appropriate
	Practically free of errors in mechanics, grammar, spelling; maintains appropriate formality
	All relevant economic terms are defined accurately in a way that  easily informs the reader
	Demonstrates clear cause-and-effect analysis of the economic policies using relevant economic terms
	Includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion; has a seamless, logical flow that guides reader through the argument

	Proficient (3)
	States a clear position that answers the question 
	Uses most of the documents as evidence and correctly references the documents throughout the essay
	Selects sufficient concrete details that support most assertions; demonstrates an understanding of the evidence
	Clearly explains how evidence supports most assertions; shows some deeper thinking 
	Restates thesis and main arguments in language very similar to that used in the introduction; acknowledges counter-argument or thesis limitations when appropriate
	Few errors in mechanics, grammar, and spelling; maintains appropriate formality
	Most relevant economic terms are defined accurately 
	Demonstrates clear cause-and-effect analysis of economic policies
	Includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion; focus maintained throughout the paper

	Emerging (2)
	States a position but incompletely answers the question
	Uses less than half of the documents as evidence OR incorrectly references documents throughout
	Evidence present, but too thin, irrelevant, or does not support many assertions; demonstrates understanding of some, but not all of the evidence
	Partially explains how the evidence supports assertions but development is needed; demonstrates limited analytical thinking
	Unclearly restates thesis and main arguments and may introduce a new thesis; fails to acknowledge counter-arguments or thesis limitations
	Several errors in mechanics, grammar, and spelling; formal tone inconsistently present
	Some economic terms are not defined accurately
	Economic analysis of candidates’ policies is vague or anecdotal; relevant economic concepts not explained
	Includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion; may occasionally stray off-topic

	Not Yet (1)
	Claim is off topic or missing
	Uses less than half of the documents as evidence AND incorrectly references documents throughout
	Concrete evidence missing; lacks an understanding of a majority of the evidence
	Fails to explain how the evidence supports assertions; relies on evidence to speak for itself; little analytical thinking demonstrated
	Thesis and main arguments are not restated; concluding paragraph may not be present at all
	Many errors in mechanics, grammar, and spelling; uses informal tone
	Economic terms are not defined OR economic terms are not used at all
	No economic analysis of candidates’ policies is offered
	Essay lacks identifiable parts; essay lacks focus or has unclear organization


TOTAL ________/36
